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Shock Relaxation in a Particle-Gas Mixture with Mass
Transfer between Phases
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Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Okla.
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Structure of the relaxation zone behind a shock front propagating into a particle-gas mix-
ture has been studied for the case where the particles are liquid drops and mass transfer there-
fore had to be taken into account. After a general formulation of the problem, several com-
puter solutions were obtained under the assumption that the mass transfer is diffusion con-
trolled. All solutions are presented in a general form that is relatively independent of the
viscosity-radius parameter. Three topics are presented. The first, a parametric study for
single-size particles, brings out the influence of the heat of vaporization, the initial vapor con-
centration, and the particle loading factor on the gas mass flow rate, and gas and particle
velocity and temperature profiles. The second is an investigation of the gas temperature be-
havior, emphasizing the relative effects of mass transfer, heat transfer, drag, and compression
work on the temperature profile. The last topic is a study for the case of two particle sizes
yielding the profiles of mass flow rates, velocities, and temperatures of each constituent. An
interesting example is presented where the small particles vaporize while the large particles
are growing.

Nomenclature

a = speed of sound
c = concentration, moles per unit volume
Cd = drag coefficient
cp = specific heat at constant pressure
Cp = cp/(yoRo), nondimensional specific heat
DAB = binary diffusion coefficient
/ = drag force per unit volume
F = fpLro/(aopgo)2, nondimensional drag
h = specific enthalpy
hg = heat-transfer coefficient
hfg = heat of vaporization
ff = h/ao2, nondimensional enthalpy
Hfg = hfg/ao2, nondimensional heat of vaporization
Hfg0' = Hfg at temperature TQ
I — nondimensional constant, see Eq. (Ib)
/ = nondimensional constant, see Eq. (Ic)
kx = mass transfer coefficient
M — shock Mach number based on ago
Nu = hq2r/k, Nusselt number
NUD = kx2r/(cDAB) Nusselt number for mass transfer
p = pressure
PA, PB = partial pressure
P = p/(pg0ao2), nondimensional pressure
Pr = Prandtl number
q = Heat-transfer rate per unit volume
Q = qpLro/(a0

spgo2), nondimensional heat transfer
r = particle radius
/2 = r/r0, nondimensional particle radius
Ro = universal gas constant
Re = pg2r\vg — vp\/n, particle Reynolds number
Sc = n/(pgoDAB\ Schmidt number
T = temperature
v = velocity
Y = v/do, nondimensional velocity
w = mass flow rate
W = w/(pg0a0), nondimensional mass flow rate
J7* = Wg/Wgo, normalized mass flow rate
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X = xpgQ/(r0pL), nondimensional distance
X* = X(iJ,*)l/2, nondimensional distance
XA, XB = mole fraction
a. = cri/o-, group loading factor for particles in size group 1
7 = specific heat ratio
6 = <r/pgo, particle loading factor
0 ~ T '/TQ, nondimensional temperature
k = thermal conductivity
n = viscosity
IJL* = n/(roaopgo), nondimensional viscosity
p = density of homogeneous substance
$ = mass transfer rate per unit volume
^ = &PLro/(aopgo2), nondimensional mass transfer rate
a- = mass of particles per unit volume of mixture
o-i = mass of particles of size group 1 per unit volume of

mixture

Subscripts
A, B = chemical species A or B
g = gas phase
L — liquid material
p = particle phase
S = particle surface
0 = initial and reference state before the shock wave
1 = state immediately behind the shock
co = equilibrium state far downstream

Introduction

THE flow of a gas containing small droplets or particles has
become of importance to a wide range of technological ap-

plications in the chemical industry, aeronautics, and rocketry.
In general, the two phases are not initially in equilibrium with
respect to velocity, temperature, or composition. Equilib-
rium tends to be restored by the relatively slow processes of
drag, heat, and mass transfer as the flow proceeds through a
relaxation zone. Of specific interest here is the analysis of
the relaxation occurring in a dispersion of liquid droplets in a
gas from the nonequilibrium state brought about by a shock
wave.

In recent years similar problems have been treated by
several authors. Hoenig1 discussed the behavior of the
velocity of a single solid particle behind a shock wave. Car-
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Fig. 1 Physical problem.

rier2 formulated the general problem for solid particles which
are numerous enough to affect the gas flow behind the shock.
Rudinger3 studied numerically the case for solid particles
where he varied shock strengths, drag laws, and specific heats.
He pointed out that the velocities and temperatures do not
always change monotonically toward their equilibrium values.
Almost simultaneously, Kriebel4 gave an approximate analyt-
ical solution for weak shock waves and computer results for
strong shocks where three particle sizes were present. The
only investigation, taking into account mass transfer between
phases, has been carried out recently by Lu and Chiu5 for the
case of water droplets in air.

The objective of our work is to study the general nature
of the relaxation zone as it is influenced by various param-
eters, but with particular attention directed towards the ef-
fect of mass transfer. Our work, which was started inde-
pendently and simultaneously with that of Lu and Chiu, can
be looked upon as the generalization of their investigation,
covering a variety of substances and based on more generally
applicable rate laws.

The results showed that in certain instances, the gas tem-
perature dipped below the particle temperature and then
rose to a higher value before the equilibrium temperature was
attained. This behavior was rationalized and verified by per-
forming a separate computation where each physical phe-
nomenon contributing to changes in the gas temperature was
computed. In addition, considered also in our study was the
case of two droplet-size groups. This demonstrated the in-
teresting possibility of a situation where some particles
diminish by vaporization while others grow by condensation.

Problem Formulation

Basically, the problem concerns a one-dimensional, steady
flow of dispersed liquid particles in a gas. Initially, the gas
and particles are at given states, but they are not in equilib-
rium and they move at different velocities. The mixture
proceeds to its final equilibrium state by a relaxation process
where the two phases interact. The initial state can be speci-
fied arbitrarily and then the gas and particle properties com-
puted in the relaxation zone using distance as the independent
variable.

Physically, several situations might be imagined which
would produce the initial nonequilibrium state: the acceler-
ation of a mixture/to the entrance of a pipe, the injection of
droplets, into a flowing gas stream, or the support of the par-
ticles by a screen as in a fluidized bed. Here we assume the
initial conditions are produced by a shock wave in the gas
phase.

Viewed from a coordinate system on the shock wave, the
particles and gas approach with the same supersonic velocity
(Fig. 1). The particles, which are much more dense than the
gas, penetrate the gas shock because of their high momentum.
Likewise, the heat-transfer and mass transfer rates are slow
and the particles leave the gas shock unaltered in mass, tem-
perature, or velocity. The gas shock wave, on the other
hand, is assumed to be unaffected by the presence of the
particles.

The gas phase consists of two chemical species: a diluent A
which is insoluble in the liquid, and the droplet vapor denoted

by B. The gas phase will be treated as a perfect gas mixture.
Upstream of the shock, the phases are assumed to be in
equilibrium; therefore, the partial pressure of species B in the
gas phase is the saturation pressure corresponding to the drop-
let temperature. After passing through the shock, the droplet
temperature and, hence, the pressure of species B at the sur-
face are unchanged. On the1 other hand, the vapor of species
B in the gas phase has been compressed by the shock to a much
higher partial pressure. This partial pressure (or mole frac-
tion) gradient between the main gas stream and the particle
surface causes diffusion of species B to the surface of the
particle where condensation occurs. The major assumption
of our analysis is that diffusion is the rate-controlling mass
transfer process. This is true if the rate of condensation (or
vaporization) is much faster than the diffusion rate. The
droplet rapidly supplies or consumes species B so that the
partial pressure of species B at the surface is always in equi-
librium with the liquid (as determined by the liquid tempera-
ture) .

The preceding physical argument shows that immediately
behind the shock, the gas phase will condense and the droplets
will grow. The condensation of species B is only the initial
behavior. Frequently, but not always, vaporization occurs
further on the relaxation zone. Lu and Chiu5 state that
condensation may or may not occur immediately behind the

* shock. This is not contradictory with our conclusion since
they allow the flow upstream of the shock to be a nonequilib-
rium state where the partial pressure of species B in the gas
phase is not the equilibrium value.

The algebraic formulation involves six major dependent
variables. For each phase, the mass flow rate, velocity, and
temperature are nondimensionalized as follows:

Wp = (Tpvp/(pgQaQ)
Vg = Vg/dQ = Tg/TQ

Once these variables are known as a function of X, the dis-
tance through the relaxation zone, any other property may be
found by simple algebra.

The conservation equations for the over-all gas-particle
mixture are2"7:

Wg + Wp = const = M(l + d) (la)

WgVg + WPVP + P = const = / (Ib)
Wg(Hg + J7,2) + WP(HP + JF,,2) = const = / (Ic)

In these equations, H is the enthalpy, P the pressure, M the
shock Mach number, and d the loading factor (d = cr/pgo).
If the particles consist of more than one size group, then the
equations are modified accordingly.

Equations governing the particle phase contain sourcelike
terms accounting for the interaction with the gas phase:

dWP/dX = -*
Wp(dVP/dX) = F

Wp(dHp/dX) = -*Hfg + Q

(2a)
(2b)

(2c)

The symbol SF indicates the rate at which mass is exchanged
between the phases, F the drag force, and Q the heat transfer.
The equations are valid for a dilute mixture where the volume
of the particles is a small fraction of the total volume. Some
authors have erroneously added terms in Eq. (2b) for a mo-
mentum effect of the condensing or vaporizing mass. A care-
ful discussion of this point is given in Ref. 6.

The drag and heat-transfer terms are given by the expression
which introduce the drag coefficient Cd and the Nusselt num-
ber Nu:

F = 3WgWPCd\Vg - VP\(Vg - VP)/(SRVgVP) (3a)

Q = 3W9n*CPONu (Bp - dg)/(2R^Pr) (3b)

For a dilute flow, it seems reasonable to evaluate Cd and Nu



NOVEMBER 1968 SHOCK RELAXATION IN A PARTICLE-GAS MIXTURE 2073

as for a single particle in an infinite gas. Rudinger8 has given
preliminary results showing that the drag coefficient in this
unsteady situation differs substantially from previous corre-
lations. He has also shown that the drag law has a strong
effect upon the solutions for solid particles.3 One can expect
similar effects associated with the Nusselt numbers, indicating
a need for experimental investigation of these parameters.
Consequently, with the clear understanding that our solutions
can be trusted to be only qualitatively correct until experi-
mental verification of these parameters, we assume

Cd = 0.48 + 28 Re~0-S5

Nu = 2 + O.

(4a)

(4b)

These are typical expressions valid for a wide range of Reyn-
olds numbers in steady flow.

The mass transfer function was formulated for a diffusion
controlled process at a low transfer rate:

^ = 3WPn*NuD(xBS ~ xBg)/[2R*ScVP(l - XBS)} (5)
The term (l-xBS) accounts for bulk flow away from the par-
ticle. There is not a uniform practice in defining mass transj
fer coefficients, and in Eq. (5) we have followed the recom-
mendations of Bird, Stewart, and Lightfoot.9 They also give
a simple correction to extend the results to high transfer rates.
The Nusselt number for diffusion was evaluated from Eq.
(4b) invoking the heat-mass transfer analogy. Equation (5)
differs slightly from the formula used initially by Lu and
Chiu.5 Lu and Chiu found that their droplet temperatures
became so high that the partial pressure of the liquid was un-
realistically above the gas phase pressure. They attributed
this to the low transfer rate limitation on their mass transfer
equation and proposed a modification which avoided this dif-
ficulty. We did not encounter any problems with our use of
Eq. (5).

The thermodynamic equations are written for a perfect gas
mixture of species with the same molecular weights:

P = JW(7o7,)
XA = PA/P = 1 - X

H = xAHA + xBHB

Hp = CpL(ep - 1)
HA = CpA(e, - 1)

HB =
Ht, = Hfg° (CPB - CpL)(6P -

(6a)

(6b)

(6c)
(6d)
(6e)
(6f)
(6g)

Conservation of the diluent, species A, allows the mole frac-
tion to be related to the mass flow rate of gas :

XA = xAQWg0/Wg = (1 - XBQ)M/W: (7)

It is also assumed that the particles do not break up so the
particle radius can be related to the mass flow rate also:

R = (TFP/TFPO)1/S = (Wr/MS)>- (8)

The vapor pressure of species B at the particle surface (and
therefore the mole fraction XBS) is given by the Clausius-Cla-
peyron equation:

dPBS/ddp = PBsHfM/.OS (9)
With H/g given previously, this can be integrated to the form

7o(l - Op-*)]-K (9a)
where K represents a term correcting for the variation of Hfg
with temperature. K was carried along and used in all the
calculations; however, in retrospect it differed only slightly
from one and was an unnecessary refinement. The Lu and
Chiu analysis differed from ours on this point also ; they used
an approximate equation, containing the cube of the tem-
perature, which was specifically developed for water.

The preceding set of equations completely determines the
problem. The independent parameters that enter the equa-
tions are Pr, Sc, CpA, CpB, CPL, Hfg°, xBO,d,fJi*- The initial
mole fraction XBO is used to find the reference partial pressure
in Eq. (9a). The loading factor 5 is the initial ratio of par-
ticle material to gas in a unit volume of mixture. It is also the
ratio of initial mass flow rates since the velocities of both
phases are initially equal. The group jtt* will be called the
viscosity-radius parameter:

The size of the particles enters the problem only through this
parameter and the nondimensional distance scale. The vis-
cosity-radius parameter can also be interpreted as the inverse
of a Reynolds number for the problem. The speed of sound
was chosen as the characteristic velocity for the problem and
so it appears in the characteristic Reynolds number.

The initial conditions are those immediately behind a gas
shock wave. Let 0 and 1 denote the conditions on either
side of the shock; then all the following can be found from a
shock table once 70 and M are chosen:

7P(0) = M 0P(0) = 1

= (vi/v,)M BM = Ti

= M-d

= M
(11)

Choosing values of the parameters and the Mach number of
the shock allows the relaxation zone structure to be com-
puted.

Results

The problem, as formulated in the previous section, has
been solved numerically for several cases.10 The results pre-
sented here concern the following specific topics: 1) Para-
metric study for the case of single particle size, bringing out
the relative influence of the heat of evaporation H/g0; the mole
fraction of vapor in the undisturbed mixture XBQ, and the
particle loading factor 5 on the structure of the relaxation zone.
2) Investigation of the gas temperature behavior, analyzing
the relative effects of mass transfer, heat transfer, drag, and
compression work on the temperature profile. 3) Solution
for the case of two particle sizes, yielding the mass flow rate,
velocity and temperature profiles of each constituent for a
given set of particle loading factors and initial conditions.
All the solutions correspond to the following constant param-
eters :

CPA = CpB = l/(To - 1) = 2.5
M = 1.3 Pr = Sc = I CpL = 5

Parametric Study

The driving force for the mass transfer is the concentration
(or mole fraction) gradient of species B. At the droplet
surface, the concentration is determined by the vapor pressure
curve of the pure substance. This curve is characterized by
two parameters: xBo, the initial mole fraction, and Hfg

Q,
the latent heat of vaporization [see Eq. (9a)]. Calculations
were performed for XBO in the range 0.1 to 0.9 and Hfg° from
2 to 16. Typical values of Hfg° at room temperature are:
Hydrazine, 13; Methyl alcohol, 5.4; Ethyl alcohol, 3.9;
n-Hexadecane and n-Dodecane, 3.3; Octane and Freon Fll,
1.5. Of course as the critical point of any substance is ap-
proached Hfg° ->• 0. Through an oversight, water Hfg

Q ^
22 was not in the range reported herein. Later calculations
confirmed that the character of the relaxation zone is the
same for Hfg

0 =16 and 22. It was deemed unnecessary to
present both results since the nature of our work is only quali-
tative because of the questionable drag law used.

In addition to XBQ and Hfg
Q, the loading factor 8 and the

viscosity-radius parameter /** were varied. Delta is chosen
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D I S T A N C E , X *

Fig. 2 Typical relaxation zone.

because it has a strong influence upon the solutions, and M*
because the droplet radius is an important variable from a
practical standpoint. The viscosity-radius parameter was
computed for oxygen at normal pressure and temperature
and allowing for particle sizes from 4- to 100-/x diam.

The primary effect of varying IJL* is on the length of the re-
laxation zone. In fact, if CD « Re'1 and Nu <x Rel~n,
then /z* can be eliminated completely from the problem by
defining a new distance variable X* = X(iJL*)n. The laws we
used were not exactly of this form; nevertheless, the variable
X* = X(n*)112 yielded results of essentially the same char-
acter over the 4- to 100-Ai range. Therefore, only results for
4-/z particles are presented here (consult Ref. 10 for the 100-ju
curves).

The structure of a typical relaxation zone is given in Fig.
2. The normalized mass flow curve shows that initially the
gas condenses and later in the zone the particles vaporize
slightly. Note that the gas velocity decreases. This is the
result of the "positive friction" of the particles moving
faster than the gas. In subsonic flow a positive friction
causes a pressure increase, and the temperature rises from the
compression work. Subsequent heat transfer to the particles
cools the gas.

In the remaining figures, attention is focused upon one
variable at a time, thereby emphasizing the effects of the
parameters. On each figure, the primary comparison is for
different values of the heat of vaporization and the initial
mole fraction. Each curve is designated by numbers sepa-
rated by commas; the first is Hfg°, the second is XBO and the
third, if present, is d.

The mass flow rate of gas is plotted on Fig. 3. All the
curves initially decrease, indicating condensation. Curves
for H.fg° = 16 all reach a minimum, and, at equilibrium, show
a small net vaporization. We see that for Hfa° = 16, the

mass transfer is not large irrespective of the other parameters.
Situations having large interchanges of mass occur when
Hfg° is low and XBO is high. Then the net effect is condensa-
tion of the gas which can lose 80 to 90% of its mass in severe
cases. Figure 3 also shows that the relaxation zone thickness
decreases as the loading factor d increases.

Velocities are given on Fig. 4 for loading factors of d =
0.2 and d = 1.5, respectively. The relaxation zone is shorter
and the final velocities lower for the higher loading factor.
The general trends of the curves again demonstrate that low
Hfg

Q and high XBO produce large mass transfer effects on the
relaxation zone.

The temperature curves (Fig. 5) show the most interesting
and varied behavior. As noted previously, increasing d
shortens the relaxation zone. Delta also affects the shape
of the gas phase temperature curve; increasing d causes pro-
nounced peaking of the curves and lowers the final equilibrium
values. The particle temperature curves are of two dif-
ferent types. When Hfa° has a high value, the particle tem-
peratures rise quickly to a plateau. This indicates an equilib-
rium between heating by convection and cooling by evapora-
tion. For low values of Hfg° the particle temperature rises
in a smooth arc to the equilibrium value without establishing
this balance. In two cases, the particle temperature exceeds
that of the gas which then oscillates before equilibrium is
established.

Gas Temperature Investigation

A separate calculation for gas temperature was made in
order to verify the computations and gain insight into the

D I S T A N C E , x*

a) Low loading factor

Dl S T A N C E , X*

Fig. 3 Parametric study of gas mass flow rate.

b) High loading factor ;

Fig. 4 Parametric study of velocities.
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behavior. In the previous computations, the gas properties
were found from algebraic equations after particle differential
equations had been integrated. An alternate method is to
integrate a differential equation for the gas temperature it-
self. This equation is derived by differentiating Eq. (Ic)
and solving for dHg/dX. Unwanted derivatives of the
particle properties are eliminated using Eqs. (2), while Eqs.
(la) and (Ib) are differentiated so that gas phase properties
may be substituted for. Utilizing Eqs. (6c-6g) introduces the
temperatures. The final steps replace terms containing the
mole fractions by employing the derivative of Eq. (7). The
result is

dX CPB(OL — Og)

Q , F
WaCv

Vg dP
WJC9 dX (12)

Results of a term-by-term integration of this equation are
shown as Figs. 6 and 7. Three cases were chosen from the
parametric study, each typical of a different type of tempera-
ture curve. One case corresponds to the wavy pattern for
low Hfg® and XBO, another to the sluggish curves for high
Hfg° (irrespective of XBO), and the third is typical of the
amplified behavior of a high loading factor.

The integral of the first term on the right-hand side of Eq.
(12) is the direct influence of the difference in energy be-
tween the main gas stream and the gas that is changing phase.
In all cases, this term is very small as the thermal and me-
chanical effects nearly balance. The second term is the con-
tribution by heat transfer, the largest single effect. The heat
transfer always gives a negative effect. When the particles
are hotter than the gas, the heat transfer changes direction;
however, this is only a small contribution. Figure 7a shows

D I S T A N C E , X *

a) Low loading factor

D I S T A N C E , X

b) High loading factor

Fig. 5 Parametric study of temperatures.

DISTANCE, X*

a) Effect of mass transfer

DISTANCE, X

b) Effect of heat transfer

Fig. 6 Gas temperature study.

the drag of the particles upon the gas. For high H/g
Q this

term is negligible; however, for both the other cases it is
significant. The effect of compression of the main gas stream
is shown in Fig. 7b. All three cases are greatly influenced by
this term.

In general, the effect of a high loading factor is to intensify
the gas-particle interaction. In the early portion of the re-
laxation zone, the drag work and gas compression dominate
and increase the gas temperature in spite of the heat trans-
ferred to the particles. The heat transfer increases as the

D I S T A N C E , X *

a) Effect of drag work term

b) Effect of compression work term

Fig. 7 Gas temperature study.
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PARTICLE LOADING FACTOR
a = 0.1

10
D I S T A N C E , X *

a) Velocities

D I S T A N C E , X *

b) Temperatures

DISTANCE, X *

c) Mass flow rates

Fig. 8 Two particle size study.

temperature difference becomes large and finally depresses
the temperature in the latter portions of the zone where drag
and compression effects decrease. When the mixture con-
tains a small mass of particles, the balance between the me-
chanical effects and the heat transfer is more delicate.

Consider a small loading and high latent heat Hfg°. The
high Hfg° means that a small change in the liquid temperature
results in a large change in the vapor pressure [see Eq. (9a)].
When the particles first pass through the shock, condensation
occurs and heat is given up to the particles. Because Hfg°
is high, only a little condensation is needed to increase the
particle temperature, but the increased particle temperature
results in a very large partial pressure at the particle surface.
Thus, condensation gives way to evaporation as the partial
pressure at the surface exceeds that in the gas stream. The
heat transfer to the particle is completely absorbed by
vaporization as the droplet temperature stabilizes. A wet
bulb temperature is established in this case. All of this oc-
curs in a short distance behind the shock wave, as shown by

the droplet temperature curves. Mechanical effects tend to
increase the gas temperature as the vapor is slowly added to
the gas, and the heat transfer to the particles slowly decreases
the temperature. The approach to equilibrium is very slug-
gish and the distance required for thermal equilibrium longer
than that for the velocity.

Now, when Hfg° and 5 are both small, a completely dif-
ferent temperature curve is observed. The condensation
process occurs throughout the relaxation region and the par-
ticles do not approach a quasi-steady temperature. Since
Hfg° is small, the partial pressure does not increase much as the
particle temperature increases. Therefore, diffusion of vapor
to the droplet continues, even for large increases in tempera-
tures. The particle temperature rises from the condensation
and the difference between the gas and particle temperature de-
creases to zero. Thus, the heat transfer changes sign and
begins to aid in increasing the gas temperature. It is interest-
ing that here is a situation of heat transfer away from the
particles and simultaneous mass transfer to the particle.
The heat transfer plays a moderating role as the mechanical
effects produce the final equilibrium gas temperature.

Several solutions have been discussed where Hfg°, XBO, and
d were altered. Rudinger presented results for solid par-
ticles where he varied the Mach number, the drag law, and
the specific heat ratio and found various gas temperature
curves. Including these results with ours shows that a wide
variety of effects compete to influence the gas temperature,
and the final curve is sensitive to changes in a large number of
parameters.

Two Particle Sizes

This problem is of interest because spray-producing equip-
ment frequently yields particles in two separate size groups.
The initial conditions and constants were not changed from
those of the parametric study. In addition, the latent heat
Hfg° was taken as 5, XBO as 0.5, and loading factor 8 as. unity.
There are now two viscosity-radius parameters and these
were computed for 4- and 50-/z-diam particles in oxygen at
NPT. It is also necessary to introduce group loading factor
a as the fraction of particle mass in a size group. The total
loading factor d has its previous meaning.

Results for several cases with different values of a are given
in Ref. 10. One case gave a somewhat unexpected result and
is presented in Fig. 8. This case is for a = 0.1, that is, 10%
of the particle mass is small particles.

The gas velocity, Fig. 8a, changes almost entirely because
of the interaction with the large particles since they comprise
90% of the particle phase. The small particles approach the
gas velocity very rapidly as expected. The temperature
curves for the large particles and the gas also behave as one
anticipates. The unusual aspect is that the temperature of
the small particles does not equilibrate rapidly to the gas
temperature. The particle temperature rises rapidly at first
but then takes a moderate slope in spite of the velocity
equilibrium.

Figure 8c gives the mass flow rates. The large particles
grow throughout the relaxation zone. The mass transfer is
moderate and the gas mass flow rate shows no significant
change. The small particles decrease in mass throughout the
relaxation zone until they are almost completely vaporized.

The physical processes for this case are rationalized as fol-
lows. A strong interaction of drag work and compression in-
creases the gas temperature. This provides a large heat
source for the small particles which increase in temperature
and also the vapor pressure. When the surface vapor pres-
sure exceeds that of the gas phase then evaporation begins.
There is sufficient heat from the gas to supply the heat of
vaporization and increase the particle temperature. The
small particles are almost completely vaporized, whereas the
large particles are still at a low temperature growing by
condensation.
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Experimental Investigation of Laminar Near Wakes
behind 20° Wedges at Mro = 6

RICHARD G. BATT* AND TOSHI
California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, Calif.

An experimental investigation at Mm = 6 has been conducted to determine mean-flow
properties in near wakes behind several 20° in eluded- angle wedges at zero angle of attack.
One cold-wall (H = 0.3 in., TW/TQ = 0.19) and two adiabatic-wall (H = 0.15 in., H = 0.3 in.)
configurations were tested. Freestream Reynolds numbers were varied from 0.5 X 105 to
2 X 105 per in. for each model. Flowfield mappings and flow-property profiles were obtained
in the base region for the wedge of 0.3-in. base height with and without cooling by combining
Pitot- pressure data with total temperature and mass flux results from hot-wire measurements.
The variation of total pressure along streamlines was initially negligible during the shear-
layer turning process. Downstream boundaries of these isentropic turns corresponded to
viscous-layer edges that were positioned in the outer portions of the shear layers, indicating
that wake shocks originated from within viscous regions of the shear layer.

Nomenclature
h = static enthalpy
H = total base height
L = surface distance to trailing edge
M = Mach number
Nu = Nusselt number
p = pressure
pt2 = Pitot pressure
Re = Reynolds number
T = temperature
u = velocity
x = axial distance from model base
y = lateral distance from wake centerline
8 = boundary-layer thickness
6 = wedge included angle
p = density

^ = streamline ( = I pudyj

Subscripts
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= adiabatic wall

constant
centerline
edge
wake neck
reservoir conditions
rear stagnation point
local stagnation quantity
trailing edge
wall
wedge surface
freestream

Introduction

THE near wake behind slender bodies has been the subject
of many experimental investigations for the past several

years. Both shock-tunnel facilities and continuous-flow wind
tunnels have been used for these investigations. Mach
numbers ranging from low-supersonic to hypersonic values
and flow regimes from all-laminar through transitional to fully
developed turbulent flow have been examined. The primary
aim has been to determine the basic structure and important
scaling parameters for the base regions of hypersonic wakes
and thereby define a physically realistic model for the near
wake which will be amenable to analytical study. Since
many of these previous experimental investigations have been


